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REYKJAVIK CITY SIGHTS 
> Areas 

Reykjavik 101 Laugardalur Old Town 

   
The popular postal code The valley down below  Lego Homes, Crusty Sailors, Fresh Air 

Noteworthy for: The word Reykjavik means 
'smokey bay', called this because when the first 
settlers arrived around 870 AD, steam from the 
area's geothermal activity wafted through the 
cool air. 

The heartbeat of the capital city, the film ‘101 
Reykjavik’ forever etched this district into the 
imagination of travellers. The popular postal 
code forms the centre of Iceland. Politicos, 
artists, musicians and filmmakers all call '101' 
home. Like the campus on a small liberal arts 
college you always run into friends, and often 
spot Iceland's celebrities wandering through 
101.  
 
Everyone hangs out here — from fishermen 
working the harbour to parliamentarians 
shuffling into the myriad cafés and restaurants 
dotting the cobbled sidewalks, to rollerbladers 
racing over the romantic sea-side pathways, 
and to diplomats hustling down embassy row 
to partiers out for an alcohol-fuelled pub-
crawl.  
 
However, the perennial power and draw of 101 
Reykjavik is that while all of life exists in this 
district, look in any direction and the country’s 
raw nature surrounds.  

Noteworthy for: This is the location of 
Iceland’s national sports and athletic 
facilities.  

Once a Mecca for geothermal activity, 
hundreds of years ago residents of this 
valley baked bread by burying it in the 
ground. Today, the pastoral 
neighbourhood comprising Laugardalur 
valley marks the epicentre of Iceland’s 
national sports and athletics teams, and is 
home to the financial district where 
Iceland’s three largest banks went 
bankrupt in 2008.  
 
Sub-prime mortgages aside, Iceland’s 
national football and handball stadiums 
are located here, not to mention the 
Laugardalur swimming pool, as well as 
World Class Gym, the country’s most 
modern workout facility. You visit 
Laugardalur to exercise your body and 
soul, and root on Iceland’s national soccer 
team: Áfram Ísland. 

Word to the wise: Throw away the 
maps and walk around Old Town on 
your own with nothing to guide you 
but the sights and sounds of Reykjavik.  

Old Town makes for the perfect 
walking tour. Compressed into the tiny 
101 postal code, the centre of this 
neighbourhood is the Old Harbour 
where visitors can watch hardy 
Icelanders dressed in overalls working 
the port to wrestle the ocean’s bounty 
from the stubborn sea. While the 
majority of boat traffic now operates 
east at Sundahöfn port, the Old 
Harbour is not a museum, continuing 
to maintain its lively, rustic history.  
 
After observing the weathered 
harbour men, tour the cobbled 
sidewalks past brightly coloured 
houses protected from the subarctic 
elements by corrugated metal sidings, 
and pass the bakeries and Icelandic 
woollen shops. Just when your 
imagination takes you back to a 
forgotten time before mobile phones 
and computers you’re brought back to 
modernism by spotting an Icelandic 
blonde waltzing past in skinny jeans, 
moving to the tracks pulsating through 
her i-Pod. 
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> Areas (Cont’d) 

Seltjarnarnes Vesturbaer  

  

 

The Romantic Heart of Reykjavik Serene Student Suburb   

Noteworthy for: The Lighthouse at Grotta 
attracts visitors no matter the weather.  

Lovers come here to light the flame. 
Surrounded by the ocean to the north, west 
and south, true romantics flock to 
Seltjarnarnes, one of the oldest municipalities 
in Iceland, to drink up nature’s silence and 
experience its profound beauty by walking the 
numerous paved pathways stretching for miles 
around this peninsula.  
 
The Lighthouse at Grotta marks safe passage 
for the boats sailing towards Reykjavik’s 
harbour in the night. The lighthouse also 
beckons photographers and lovers alike 
because when the sun sets across the North 
Atlantic the subarctic reflection washes the 
entire peninsula in purple, pink and often 
times golden hues. 

Noteworthy for: The oldest and most 
successful football club in Iceland, KR, 
calls this neighbourhood home.  

Despite being just a ten-minute walk from 
downtown, this peaceful self-contained 
neighbourhood is still referred to as a 
suburb, and is seen as a respite from the 
hip 101 postcode. There are plenty of 
green open spaces where local children 
come to play football, and even when the 
winter snows cover the grass, they just 
put on their thick coveralls and have a 
kick about despite the cold.  
 
The quiet remains intact regardless of the 
large student population surrounding the 
University of Iceland here. The university 
grounds are home to one of the largest 
movie theatres in the city, as well as the 
Vesturbær baths, which have a fantastic 
series of thermal pools for what is called 
'hotpot hopping', the perfect cure for a 
hangover. 
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> Transportation 

Straeto Taxi Cabs Fly Bus 

   
City’s One and Only Public Transportation An expensive alternative  Best Option from Int’l Airport to City 

Noteworthy for: The Reykjavik bus company 
operated one of the first fleets of hydrogen 
buses in all of Europe.  
 
Word to the wise: Buses don't give change so 
you'll need the correct coinage before you 
board.  

There are no trains in Iceland, which means no 
subway or commuter rail, so unless you plan to 
walk everywhere, or you have unlimited riches 
for taxis, then it’s time to figure out the city's 
bus network. Luckily, its extensive, covering 
the whole city centre and beyond, with a fairly 
reliable timetable. Roughly speaking, buses 
come every 10-minutes during rush hour, 20-
minutes in the day and 30-minutes by night.  
 
While it is wonderful to listen to Icelandic kids 
roll the ‘r’ when pronouncing the word ‘Strætó’ 
while giving you directions, you can pick up a 
bus map from almost anywhere and they're 
easy to follow. From the two main stations, 
Hlemmur and Laekjatorg, you can connect to 
anywhere in the capital.  
 
The cost of single tickets will mount up, so 
either get a multi-day pass or buy a Welcome 
Card for unlimited travel on Strætó buses. 

Word to the wise: All fares are fixed, and 
tipping is not expected, although you will 
pay about a quarter more at night.  

Strike up a conversation with an Icelandic 
taxi driver and most likely he will have 
once upon a time been a fisherman. A 
haven for retired boat captains, taxi 
companies are now the allocated drivers 
for everyone's night out thanks to the 
zero tolerance policy on drink driving - 
not even on drink may pass your lips 
before getting behind a wheel.  
 
It isn't standard practice to hail a taxi 
here, although you can normally find 
them outside of hotels, stations or the 
tourist information centre. Instead, ask 
the establishment you're in to call one for 
you - one of the best companies is listed 
here - and you shouldn't have to wait 
longer than 10 minutes. They are 
however, expensive with no ride less than 
ISK 1,000, although the heated leather 
seats make it worth the cost on a cold 
winter's night. 
 
Incidentally, taxis all take credit and debit 
cards as well as cash. 

Noteworthy for: The Flybus is part of 
Reykjavik Excursions, which in addition 
to shuttles to and from the airport, 
offers myriad day tours and trips 
around Iceland.  
 
Word to the wise: Tickets are not sold 
on the bus, but inside the terminal, 
prior to exiting the airport.  

Seats are always guaranteed. After 
your flight to Iceland you want to get 
to Reykjavik as quickly as possible, and 
as cheaply as possible. Save money 
and time by purchasing your ticket 
aboard the Flybus. Shuttles operate in 
conjunction with all arriving and 
departing flights from Keflavik 
International Airport, so there is no 
need to worry about whether your 
schedule matches that of the Flybus. 
Departing shuttles leave 35 to 40 
minutes after flight arrivals, and will 
take you to Reykjavik’s main bus 
terminal, BSI, and from there you can 
transfer to your capital destination.  

 
The Flybus also transports departing 
tourists from Reykjavik to the 
international airport. With about a 45-
minute shuttle ride to Keflavik, give 
yourself plenty of time so you arrive 
before your departing flight. 

Get Reykjavik Welcome Card 

Price: Single: ISK 350 
One day pass: ISK 800  
Three day pass: ISK 2,000 
Open: Daily: 6.30am - 11pm 
Individual routes vary. 
Phone: +354 540 2700 

Hreyfill-Bæjarleiðir:  
+354 588 5522 or +354 553 3500 
B.S.R. taxis:  
+354 561 0000 
Borgarbílastöðin:  
+354 552 2440 
B.S.H. taxis:  
+354 555 0888 
Taxi (http://www.hreyfill.is/hreyfill/en/) 

2,200 ISK (SGD$22) 

http://http/taxireykjavik.is/
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> Important Numbers 

Embassies (S’pore) Embassies (M’sia) Hospitals 
  

 

Nearest Singapore Embassies Nearest Malaysian Embassies   

NETHERLANDS: 
85 Avenue Franklin Roosevelt 
B-1050 
Brussels  
Belgium  
 
Phone:  
+322-660-2979  
Fax: 
+322-660-8685  
Email:  
singemb_bru@sgmfa.gov.sg 
Website URL: 
http://www.mfa.gov.sg/brussels 
 

NETHERLANDS:  
Address: Rustenburgweg 2 
2517 KE 
The Hague 
Phone:  
+31 70 3506506 
 
Fax:  
+31 70 3506536  
 
Email:  
malhague@kln.gov.my; 
malaysia@euronet.nl     
 
Work days:  
Monday - Friday 9.00 a.m - 4.00 p.m 
 
Public Holidays:  
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday 

 

UK: 
9 Wilton Crescent Belgravia  
London SW1X 8SP 
 
Tel: 
+44 (0)207 235 8315 
 
Fax: 
+44 (0)207 245 6583 
 
E-Mail: 
singhc_lon@sgmfa.gov.sg 
 
Operational Hours: 
General :  
Mondays - Fridays, 9.00 am to 5.00 pm 
Closed from 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm 
 
Consular Section :  
Mondays - Fridays, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

UK: 
45-46 Belgrave Square 
London SW1X 8QT. 
 
Tel:  
020 7235 8033 –  
 
Fax:  
020 7235 5161 
 
Nearest Tube:  
Hyde Park Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:malhague@kln.gov.my;%20malaysia@euronet.nl
mailto:malhague@kln.gov.my;%20malaysia@euronet.nl
mailto:singhc_lon@sgmfa.gov.sg
mailto:singhc_lon@sgmfa.gov.sg
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> Budget Eating 

Fast Food/Supermarkets/7-11s Thai Food Cafes/Hot Dog Stands 

 

 

 
Convenient Food Another cheap alternative All about Cafes and Hot Dogs 

Apart from the usual suspects such as KFC and 
Subway (McDonald's was recently rebranded 
Metró by the local franchise holder, but the 
menu remains the same) and the hot dog 
stands mentioned above, Reykjavík has a 
number of home grown fast food restaurants.  

 

Thai restaurants – Thais form, along with 
Poles, the largest immigrant community 
in Reykjavík and as a result, there are a 
lot of good and cheap Thai restaurants 
around the capital, often run by Thai 
families. You will usually get large 
portions without paying much more than 
1000-1500 kr.  

 
 
 

There are tons of cafes everywhere in 
the city that are relatively inexpensive 
and a great place to sit, relax, and 
warm up. You can also check your e-
mails if you bring your computer, as 
there is free Wi-Fi in most of them. 
Kaffitar and Te & Kaffi are 
comparatively large chains and serve 
great barrista style coffee, that might 
however be on the expensive side. 
 
 

In the city centre many are open 24/7 in 
weekends, serving the partying crowd. Names 
include Nonnabiti and Hlöllabátar (subs and 
sandwiches), Kebabhúsið and Ali Baba 
(kebabs), Serrano (burritos) and Pizza Pronto 
(you can guess what they sell). You should be 
able to fill your stomach at each of these for 
1000 kr. or less. 

Options in central Reykjavík include: 

Krua Thai (Tryggvagata 14) and 
Núðluhúsið (Laugavegur 59, 2nd floor). 

 

Try one of the Hot-Dog places that are 
found everywhere.  

This German import has become 
thoroughly Iceland-ized. A dog should 
set you back 250-300 kr. Ask for "Eina 
með öllu", a hot dog with everything 
on it. Deeeeelicious. 

10-11 is a chain of convenience stores (open 
24/7) with plenty of ready-to-eat items such as 
sandwiches, wraps, and surprisingly enough, 
tacos. 10-11 is always open but also more 
expensive than supermarkets, that's why you 
see most Icelanders shop for food at Bónus 
(open 10-18), a low-cost supermarket chain. 
Even better, you can find a fish shop which will 
sell you some ridiculously fresh and absolutely 
delicious fish, at a very reasonable price, and 
cook it yourself with some potatoes and 
vegetables. It'll be really nice. The fish shop 
could be in Kolaportið, a downtown market 
which only opens on weekends, or 
alternatively you could look up one of the 
many fish shops (fiskbúð) all around town. 
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29 Oct  Day 1 Arrival in Iceland 
Destination Pts Route: Keflavik Airport  Blue Lagoon  Reykjavik Downtown Hostel 

A Keflavik  Airport, Southern Peninsula, 235 Iceland 

B Blue Lagoon 240 Grindavik, Reykjavik  

C Blue Lagoon  Vestugarta 17, 101 Reykjavik 
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29 Oct  Day 1 Our Hostel to KEX 
Destination Pts Route: Keflavik Airport  Blue Lagoon  Reykjavik Downtown Hostel 

A Reykjavik Downtown Hostel - Vestugarta 17, 101 Reykjavik 

B KEX Hostel – Skulagata 28, 101 Reykjavik  

1. Head southeast on Vesturgata toward Garðastræti 

2. Take the 1st left onto Grófin 

3. Turn left onto Tryggvagata 

4. Take the 1st right onto Geirsgata 

5. Continue onto Kalkofnsvegur 

6. Continue onto Sæbraut 

7. Turn right toward Skúlagata 

8. Turn left onto Skúlagata 

Kex Hostel Reykjavik 
Skúlagata 28, 101 Reykjavik, Iceland  

 


